
 

In recent years, there has been great controversy regarding the true meaning behind the 

Confederate flag, flown proudly in Capitol buildings and statehouses throughout the South. Is it a 

racist symbol? Is it merely a symbol of southern pride? The world got the answer to their 

questions on June 17, 2015 when a white supremacist waving the Confederate flag murdered 

nine African Americans in Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South 

Carolina. As a result of this long denied truth being revealed, the people have begun to question 

the significance of Confederate monuments that litter the South. Many were erected by mourning 

widows and descendants of Confederate soldiers that want to honor their ancestors. However, 

there are many monuments that honor individuals who were stone cold racists and white 

supremacists. As the population of the United States continues to become more and more 

diverse, symbols like these can no longer be tolerated and need to be addressed. Confederate 

monuments that are clear symbols of racism and white supremacy should be removed because 

they are offensive to many people, fuel racism and paint a false picture of history.  

As a result of the 2016 Presidential election and the rise of movements such as Black 

Lives Matter, many people have spoken out about their disdain for the monuments that have 

been erected in the South as well as the racism in this country. People everywhere watched in 

horror as they saw Neo Nazis and white supremacists chanting heinous things as they protested 

the removal of a Confederate statue. In cities like Baltimore that have large African American 

populations, the people have no choice but to view monuments that remind them of the horrible 

treatment of their ancestors and the racism that still exists today in our country. Baltimore Mayor 

Catherine Pugh’s decision to remove Confederate monuments after a woman was killed in the 
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protests, was in the interest of the people she serves in office and one of the first steps in making 

Baltimore a more accepting city. 

Racism is a belief that race is the primary determinant of human traits and capacities and 

that racial differences produce an inherent superiority of a particular race. In the U.S. alone there 

are 892 active hate organizations. The KKK and the Neo Nazis that we see protesting the 

removal of Confederate monuments on television only make up a very small percentage of those 

that support white supremacy and racism in this country. Monuments such as those honoring 

Nathan Bedford Forrest, the first grand wizard of the KKK, are clear symbols of racism and 

white supremacy that hate groups use to justify their hatred toward others. These Confederate 

monuments also justify other forms of racism and racial insensitivity. After witnessing what he 

called the destruction of Confederate monuments in Louisiana, Mississippi representative Karl 

Oliver, called for the lynching of those who wanted Confederate monuments removed. It may 

have not been intentional, however the fact that throughout American history, many African 

Americans were lynched on account of race, made his statement completely unacceptable. 

Racism is a problem that had plagued our country for centuries and taking down Confederate 

monuments is one of the first steps in making a change.  

In addition to supporting racism, Confederate monuments also paint a false picture of 

history. Monuments such as those of Christopher Columbus honor him as the discoverer of the 

new world, but they fail to tell the immense bloodshed he caused and his unbelievably cruel 

treatment of Native Americans. Confederate monuments do the same throughout the South. 

These monuments present the confederacy as a honorable part of our history that we should look 

up to. The romanticism needs to stop and people need to learn the truth about the Civil War and 
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the values of those who fought on the Confederate side. Children who view these monuments 

grow up thinking that it is okay to honor racist figures and may eventually become racially 

insensitive themselves.  

Many claim that the Civil War was not only fought for slavery and that these monuments 

are not racist symbols. They claim they honor people who fought for states rights. One of the 

reasons that many people are not taking issue with these monuments is because in many schools 

in the south, children are taught in school that slavery was not the main reason for the Civil War. 

They are taught that is was fought because of states rights and fail to recognize the racist 

intentions of the confederacy during that time. Almost every historian who has studied the Civil 

War has come to the consensus that the Civil War was fought over slavery. Other issues may 

have contributed however they did not cause the division of the Union. Confederate monuments 

almost justify the actions of the Confederacy in the eyes of children who are learning about the 

issue and that is not okay.  

In conclusion, Confederate monuments that are symbols of blatant racism and white 

supremacy should be removed. We are living in a time of great division. Although racism has 

always existed in this country for centuries, people are finally realizing how widespread and 

extreme it is even today. Keeping monuments that justify racism and hate throughout this 

country, will only keep us from moving forward and severing the reigns that racism has on our 

society. If we want to begin to move forward and become a more inclusive nation then we need 

to stop honoring those who wanted to split it up in the first place. 
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